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The Iowa State Capitol “Engineer’s House” was constructed with state 
revenues at the same time the Capitol was being built.  It sat near the 
“boiler house,” later known as the power plant, just north of the Capitol 
across from Grand Avenue.  At the time of the Capitol’s construction, Grand 
Avenue was known as “Sycamore.”  Capitol Commissioners’ reports make no 
mention of the construction of the Engineer’s House, but it is referred to in 
reports regarding the heating and ventilation of the Capitol.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 

 The “Engineer’s House” appears to be a beautiful home.  

 
Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative 
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Background 
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The 1880 Commissioners’ reports include the purchase of the first lot for the 
steam heating works.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Capitol Commissioners’ Reports 
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1882 Commissioners’ reports relate purchasing an additional lot: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1897 Report of the Secretary of State 
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The 1880 report of the Steam-Heating Engineer includes details for the 
tunnel to run under Grand Avenue and connect the Capitol to the boiler 
house. 

 
 
The 1882 Commissioners’ report states the Engineer’s House has been built 
but is not yet finished on the interior. 
 

 
The Capitol Commissioners’ final report in 1886 estimates the cost of 
finishing the Capitol, including the amount necessary to finish the interior of 
the Engineer’s House. 
 

 

Capitol Commissioners’ Reports 
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With the Capitol 
completed, the 
general 
maintenance, 
including 
heating and 
ventilation, was 
assigned to the 
Custodian of 
Public Buildings 
and Property. 
The 1890 
Custodian’s 
report requests 
appropriations 
for completing 
the Engineer’s 
House.  
Subsequent 
Custodian’s reports through 1898 do not mention the Engineer’s House or if 
it was ever completed.  
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Oliver O. Smith 
Architect 

 
In the early 1900s, a fourth Capitol Commission was formed and charged 
with decorating the public spaces of the Capitol and overseeing needed 
repairs.   
 
In the first biennial report of this Commission, members discuss changing 
the location of a fireproof warehouse “in front” of the existing heating plant.  
This warehouse was designed by architect Oliver Smith, who also designed 
the Historical, Memorial, and Arts Building to the east.   
 
It is believed that the Engineer’s House existed from about 1881 until about 
1904.  There is no record of the interior ever being completed.  The 
Executive Council proceedings for 1903 note that on February 27, the 
“custodian is authorized to remove old building from site for storage 
building” and on November 7, 1903, “. . .order entered for removal of all 
documents now stored in State House to new warehouse.” 
 
However, Executive Council records show the contract for the paper 
warehouse was not approved until April 16, 1907.   
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1913 Panoramic North View from the Iowa State Capitol 
 

 
From the Capitol Commissioners’ report in 1902: 

 

 
 

This panoramic photo shows the paper warehouse in the center, after the   
Engineer’s House had been removed. 


